A True Relation of one Mrs. Jane Fm, 
of Stebbin in Eſſex, being Poſſeſs d with? 
the DEVIL _ With the manner of her 
being diſpoſſeſs d, and of the Devil a car- 
rying away the rn. of the Meeting- 
houſe in a High Wind, where they were 
praying with her. Ge 


ä 


Written by Mr. WILLIAM CLARK , of 


Shadwel, one of the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
who was then praying with her. K's 1 
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E N Auguſt 1700, I then living at Fitham in Eſſex, gave a Vit 
-. roone of my People ar Poſt Hall, about a Mile and half from th 
Toon aforefaid; and: juſt upon my departure thence, the Ger 
tlewoman required a Fayour of me, whick'ſhe told me muſt no 
be deny'd; which was as follows. Sir, I have a Sifter that hat 
been poſſeſſed by the Devil for theſe 12 months now paſt, and there 
* bath ſeveral days of Faſting and Prayer upon her account, but 
ditherto to no purpoſe ; yer nevertheleſs next Thurſday there is to bt 
| | another Day of Prayer, at Stebbin in Eſſex, 12 Miles diſtant fron! 
| | "this Place (for there was the Place of her Abode with her Father | 
[ | * where ſeveral Miniſters will be engag'd in that Work; I therefore 
| | © defire that you would be pleas d ro make one among them. 4 
To whom [I reply'd, that it cou'd not be, for I was oblig'd by pro 
| | -miſero meet with ſeveral Miniſters at Ingerſtone, on Wedneſday next; 
| | . whereupon with a few more Words we parted: But on the Wedneſday 
| | following when I went to take Horſe in order for Ingerſtone, my o 
| | Horſe was run away (the which Providence I took notice of as frem Pu 
| | the Lord) whereupon finding my Heart inclin'd to ſatisſie the requeſt PE 
of the aforeſaid Gentlewoman, I ſent word (upon condition ſhe h 
ond provide me an Horſe) I wou'd go with her to Srebbin: The Yo. 
' | which was done, and bring provided with Horſes, we proceeded on ft. 
eur Journey to the Town aforeſaid, a Place that I had never ſeen or - 
| | heard of before, nor had any one of the Town ſeen or heard of me Me 
| | before that ſolemn Occaſion ; and yet there was Intelligence given 
of me by the Poſſeſſed, as I was that morning coming thither; ber 
Words were theſe : This day is 4 Solemn Day of Faſtins upon my ac- 
| | count : 1 have an Hoſe within me, and you bave alſo an Hoſt to engage =” 
' | apeinſt me, but the Head of your Hoſe will not come (meaning Mr. 
| | Ninchman of Brauntry, who himſelf knew nothing to the contrary ill 
| | that morning) but another black Monkey (for ſo ſhe always call'd F 
| the Minifters) will come in his room, and he will pray twice, and be 
will do me the miſchief. The which fill'd the People both with Won- 
der and Expectation. | | 
| Within a little while after this Prediction we made the Town, and 
in the middle thereof, at a little diſtance from me, I ſaw coming 
| Frowards me a boarded Cart (what the Country People call a Tum- 
| Fbrel) with a nümetous Croud of People about it; at which fight I 
| Fit concluded that the People might be performing ſomething cuſto- 
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in this Tambrel, and were bringing of her from her Father's Houſe 


vit why ſhe was brought after this manner was, becauſe her violent A- 
m i gitarions and ſtubborn Poſtures which ſhe would ſometimes be put 
Ger into, which rendred her uncapable of ſitting an Horſe; and indeed 
& no ber Poſtures have been fo obſtinate, that all the power and ſtrength 
pati of thoſe five or fix ſtrong Men, were but as Bands of burnt Flax; 
tber for when thoſe men have been upon her, ſhe barb been raiſed up- 
©. bu tight without moving or bending any Joint, and they have dropt off 
er like Straws. At another time ſhe got out of their hands and out- 


l mary with chem at chat Seaſon of the year, bat when I came near” 
the ſide thereof I heard a horrid, and dreadful Voice cty out, Here he: 
5 3s, Tle tear him all in pieces. It ſeems they had gotten the. Poſſeſs d 


to the Meetinghouſe, diſtant about à mile and a half. The ręeaſon 


ö 


2 Fun them all (as well ſhe might when the Devil drove) and threw 
ther {herſelf forward down a ſteep Frecipice, at the bottom of which was 
ford very deep Water, in which ſue muſt inevitably have periſh'd, but 


Inis Perſon roar'd out, ſhe ſaw me nor, for ſhe lay upon her Face, 
Fept down by 5 or 6 men, and they thought her to be aſleep. I knew 
ot what to make of thoſe Words, here he is, Fle tear him in pieces, 
Put the People who heard her words in the morning knew rhe mean- 


| ſhear time I had put up my Horſe, they had gotten her to the Meeting. 
Thel houſe and were all ſeared, about 400 Souls: But upon my entrance 
Mro the Meeting houſe, I innocently ſtept into the Pew where the 
oſſeſſed was, not knowing who was there; upon which ſhe ariſes 
* me ind comes toward me, repeating the ſame words again, Here he is, 
ven ll tear him in pieces; but was prevented by thoſe men, who pull id 
r down by main force. Upon which I perceiving the People to be 
t into a great diſorder, withdrew my (elf and went into the Pew 


at leads to the Pulpit; upon which one Mr, Fennings of Cambridge 


d on 
n or 


Ac- 


58 Wire went up and pray'd; all which time her Agitations of Body 
till Were violent beyond expreſſion; I verily thought ſhe would have 
ld Far out her Brains on thoſe that held her, and her Words were hor- 
1 %% and Blaſphemous. After Mr. Fennings came down, I went up, 
on- d prefacd my Prayer with a Word of Exhortation to the People 
| join hearrily in the Duty following, on that folemn Accoum: 
and While I was praying, ſhe in a moſt violent manner cry'd out, Pull 
ing down, hes a Murderer, 1 can't bear him, my Kingdom's going; 
Im. f0etstep's Slipping : with many ſtrange and blaſphemous Words, 
rf eating what ſhe ſpake three times. While I was praying, and ſhe 
do- Iſpheming, I heard the People under me ſay ſhe never was ſo vio- 


ary 
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Shar ſhe was thrown back again upon her Back, by an inviſible hand. 
But to return to the Tumbrel; this is very obſervable, that when 


ſt Fg cbereof, and that I was the Perſon ſhe had ſpoken of; and by 


ach 
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ing at the mouth, immediately reviv d, and came to her 


| > racn'd to my Pew again. After which ſeveral Miniſters both pray 
And preach'd, and upon the reſult of all, the afflicted ſent this Re 


and fo was fulfill'd that forementioned Prectiction, That I ſhoul 
pra twice ; which finiſh'd our awful Work, For indeed fo it wa 
for what with the Noiſe of the Woman (or rather the Devil) tb 


f rer of Stebbin in Eſſex, but now the Wife of James Smith of Hatfiel 
+ Peverdl in Eſſex, and was then about 21 or 22 Years of Age; of 
_ Sanguine Complexion and ſomwhart robuſt, and I have not tb 


1 nm 


if -faithfal in the Relation thereof ; for the I have omit: 
many Circumſtances. yet nothing of Moment, that | 


Jent before; upon which that Word fell upon my Heart, Rev. 11 
12. Tbe Devil is come down among you, having great wrath, be. 
cauſe he knoweth that he hath but a ſhort time; and upon mention.” 
ing of thoſe Words in prayer, a ſudden Storm of Wind aroſe, which 
ew away part of the Roof of the Meeting bouſe. The Dogs tha 
were there, ran bouling out of the Meeting, as tho themſelves wen 
poſſeſs'd, which brought ro my mind that Paſſage of the poſſeſs “ 
© Swine; and an untverſal Fright ſo feiz'd the People, chat they groan 

ed as the they were expiring; 2 and in that very moment, th 


under me ſay, ſhe is come to her ſelf, I drew to a Concluſion, anc. 
came dove and went into the Pew where ſhe was, and taking her b 


aud the Yelling of the Dogs, I thought it one of the moſt ſolem 
24 Aſons that ever I u. _ 


great charge in receiving thoſe who came to Viſit her; and as it wi” 
- a Charge, ſo it was a matter of Scandal to the Family. | 


TW 


ead down in ber Boſom, and foam 
fed 
ple. 


poſſeſs d Perſon, throwing her 


Sences, and fo continues to this day: Upon this hearing the 


rke band, laid, Child, how is it? who anſwer d, the better fer you | 
To whom I ſaid, I am nothing, give the Glory to God; and then re 


queſt to me, That I won d go up and return Thanks. - The which Idid 


ſudden ſtotm of Wind, the Cries and Groans of the frighted People 


The Perſons Name was Fane Farrer, the Daughter of Fames = 


aſt Reaſon to think her an Impoſtor, who in this Caſe had no E 
either to Credit or Intereſt ; for her Father was a man of Subſtanc: 
and fo far were they from receiving any money, that they were: 


This I afſert for a Trauth, and altho* the Story of it ſel ; 
be very large, yet I have been as conciſe as poſſible, and y. 
within the reach of my owns Knowleage. 
1 FINIS. 


William Clark 


